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Roberts confirmed ·as Chief Justice
Feature
BY BRENT PIERCE
Copy Editor
eptember 29) 2005. marked
a new era in our nation's
highest court. Judge John
Roberts was sworn in on this day
as Chief Justice of the United
States Supreme Court. The Senate voted 78-22 to confirm Roberts, with all Republicans and
half of the Democrats voting in
his favor.
Roberts, at 50-years-old,
succeeds Wil.liam H. Rehnquist,
and is the first new Chief Justice
since 1994. Justice Roberts has
the potential to lead the court for
decades. Not since Justice John
Marshall was confirmed in 1801
at age 45 has there been a younger Chief Justice.
Roberts grew up in Long
Beach, lN, and attended Harvard
University for both undergraduate
and law schooL After graduating
from Harvard, Roberts clerked
for Justice Rehnquist on the Supreme Court.
Roberts is often regarded as
one of the best la\\'-yers in the nation. He had been a judge on the
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U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for
Senate
Democrats
also
the District of Columbia since praised Roberts' intellect, but
2003, and had worked for the questioned his conservative ideals.
Reagan and first Bush adminis- "At the end of the day, I have too
trations.
Cremany unandentials aside,
swered
the Senate still
questions
had the task of
about the
deliberating the
nominee to
Roberts confirjustify conmation.
firming him
Senate Reto this lifepublicans fretime seat,"
quently voiced
said Senate
their
support
Democratfor Judge Robic
leader
erts. "If being
.Harry Reid
intelligent, brilof Nevada.
liant, a superb
Opponents
la\vyer.
the
also quesgreatest legal
tioned Robmind of your
erts' dedigeneration and
cation
to
well qualified Recently confirmed Chief Justice
civil rights
is not enough, John Roberts.
and wornwhat is?" asked
en's rights,
Sen. Lindsey Graham of South cal1ing into question numerous
Carolina. President Bush also memos Roberts wrote while a
praised his nominee to the high young attorney for the Reagan
Court. ''The Senate has confirmed administration.
a man with an astute mind and a
Throughout the confirmation
kind heart," said Bush.
process Roberts assured Senators

he will be guided by the facts of
each case, the laws of the land,
the U.S. Constitution, and bound
by precedent of prior decisions.
Roberts has made clear he will
not be influenced by his personal
views. ''My faith and my religious
beliefs do not play a role,~' said
Roberts. who is Catholic.
With Justice Roberts taking
the reins, the Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear cases involving
environmental protection, campaign finance law, voting rights.
gay rights, abortion rights, and
workers' rights. Each of these
issues has the potential for farreaching consequences.
In the end, John Roberts experienced a smooth confirmation
process, culminating vvith overwhelming support in the Senate.
For decades to come, America
will be shaped by what is now a
new era in the Supreme Court, the
Roberts Era.
Brent is a 1L and may be reached
at brent.pierce@valpo.edu.

Indiana State Police relief effort
60 days among the destruction of Hurricane Katrina
BY KELLY VANDERVALL
Editor-in-Chief
ess than one week after
Hurricane
Katrina
breached the Gulf Coast,
the Indiana State Police had made
a commitment to assist in the
relief efiort in Mississippi for the
duration of 60 days. Pete Wood,
Indiana State Police Sergeant,

L

law student, husband and father,
was among the first 60 officers to
volunteer for the assignment.
With less than 24 hours
notice~ Pete and 59 other state
police officers began the trek to
Biloxi, Mississippi. A total of 60
state police cars caravanned for
21 hours to the stopping point
for the first night- Southaven,
Mississippi. Southaven is on the
Northern border of Mississippi

and about 350 miles north of
Biloxi on the Gulf Coast.
·F or the first night, Pete and
the other officers slept in sleeping bags on the asphalt of a Value
City parking lot. The store had
been turned into a shelter for
evacuees, but was filled to capacity. The only supplies the officers
had were water, baby wipes and
trail mix.
Pete commented~ ·'Even on

the northern border of the state
where evacuees had gone, trees
were uprooted.'' Pete stated that
they had to call ahead to make
sure there was a gas station that
could handle filling 60 police
vehicles. Just the process of fueling the vehicles took up to two
hours.
The next stop on the way to

see KATRINA page 4
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VUSL fills national need in
sports lllarket
complex issues of law for the staff of the
clinic. In addition, complex issues of international law and immigration are likely to
arise.
The clinic is staffed by ten third year
law students, Stephen Starks, Christi Klein,
Anthony Calandro, Chad Pfister, Don
Shuler, Steve Lammers, Paradi Javandel,
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his year marks the opening of the
Sports Law Clinic at VUSL. The
idea blossomed last February during the Sports Law Conference hosted by
the law school. The clinic is the
first of its kind in the country and
is already fielding nine cases.
- ~(
John Ruger is the athlete ombudsman for the U.S. Olympic
Committee and was present at the
Conference. Michael Straube!,
VUSL professor of law and diSCI·100L OF Lt\\'f
rector of the Sports Law Clinic,
had spoken with Ruger at various
conferences where Ruger was a
Tanya Ortega, Lindsay Molnar and Walter
featured speaker.
Blakeney.Eachstudenthastakenthesports
During the Conference last February, law course offered at VUSL and most have
Ruger and Straube! met again and Ruger been involved in high levels of sports of
mentioned a specialized need in the sports some kind. Stephen Starks commented,
community. "Ruger had mentioned a need "I'm really enjoying the experience and
for legal representation for amateur ath- this is a project that is much needed in the
letes, not only Olympic bound athletes amateur athletic world."
but also high school and college athletes,"
One of the first cases handled by the
Straube! explained.
students was that of a world-class Kenyan
Many amateur athletes take a vow of athlete who was training in the U.S. on an
poverty and Olympic bound athletes are academic visa. After completing his study,
required to subscribe to a contract that, in he needed a visa to allow him to continue
essence, sets out the law of the Olympic to train in the U.S. The Sports Law Clinic
Committee. Thus, amateur athletes are left was able_to secure the necessary visa for
with virtually no means to defend their
this athlete.
rights in terms of eligibility, doping and
Christi Klein stated, "Since May I
various other legal issues. At times, the law have been working on a case where one
of the Olympic Committee is in conflict of the top archery athletes in the country
with mandatory U.S. law. This presents

T

MANAGING EDITOR

refused a drug test. The case will come before a panel of three arbiters of the American Arbitration Association in California in
November." Klein also stated, ''It's a great
honor to be a part of the clinic and also a
tremendous opportunity for VUSL to become a front runner in the country for our
rapidly growing Sports Law program."
The Sports Law Clinic is
not only a vehicle for amateur athletes to obtain legal
representation, but also a
network of information for
the media, sports law attorneys and arbitrators. This
area of law is very specialized and many times final
determinations are made
by a panel of arbiters. Thus,
some decisions are published and some
are not, making precedent difficult if not
impossible to find. In order to remedy this
problem, the clinic is developing a databank of material accessible to the public.
In addition to amateur Olympic athletes, the clinic members also plan to
market to both college and high school
athletes. At this point, all the cases that
have been handled by the clinic have come
through word of mouth. Rugar has been a
great networking tool for the clinic. To find
out more about the sports law clinic, visit
www.sportslawclinic.org.
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Kelly is a 3L and may be reached at
kelly. vanderwall@valpo. edu.

Valpo to form commitlee to create smoking law
BY PHIL WIELAND
Northwest Indiana Times
s many as five restaurants came before the City Council atthe Oct. 10
meeting seeking approval for the
new full service downtown liquor licenses,
and they will have to be nonsmoking.
For now.
At its September 26th meeting, the
cormcil approved the guidelines for awarding the 10 licenses created by the Indiana

A

Legislature this spring. The vote was six to
one, with Councilman Joey Larr opposed
to the smoking ban. Larr suggested the
guidelines recommend that the restaurants
be nonsmoking.
The smoking ban was suggested by
Mayor Jon Costas and accepted by the
Valparaiso Downtown Alcohol Beverage
Licensing Commission, which reviews the
applicants. The council asked last month
that the commission review the smoking
ban as several councilmen, including Larr,

said smoking in restaurants should be left
up to the owner.
An alternative suggested by Councilman Ed Howe would be to establish regulations that would allow smoking in an area
with a separate ventilation system to keep
smoke away from diners. After wrestling
with the issue for the past month, Howe
said the city needs to develop a smoking
ordinance.

see SMOKING pages
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remammg citizens were markedly few.
When the Indiana officers first arrived
they were in awe of the destruction. Pete
recalled, "There were complete neighborhoods that were totally wiped out. You
could imagine a street with 50 homes
where now there was nothing but rubble."

Pete compared the destruction to that
caused by a bomb going off. On the coast,
buildings were stripped down to their bare
structures and sand was washed up onto
the highways. The storm surges had deposBiloxi was in Hattiesburg, approximately
ited piles of rubble about a half mile back
75 miles north of the coast. The officers
from the coast.
remained in Hattiesburg
One memorable story that Pete
for about three days and
recounted involved neighbors who had
assisted the local offiplaced a large pontoon boat between their
cers with their normal
homes
and tied the boat to the chimneys
police functions. Once
of
each
of the homes. The two families
FEMA and the mililoaded
all
their family members into the
tary arrived, they set
boat
along
with their chi-ldren and pets,
up points of distribuabout
16 adults and eight children, and
tion (PODs) where suptogether they rode out the storm for eight
plies were distributed to
hours. Pete stated that the people who had
evacuees. The Indiana
survived were mostly in shock. Indiana
State Police also assistalso
sent a team of men~al health profesed with security at the
sionals
and nurses to assist .with the medivarious PODs. Some
cal and emotional needs of the remaining
of the local officers
citizens.
had been working for
Many of the local officers who the
a week straight at this
Indiana
officers worked with had also lost
photo
courtesy
of
Pete
point, so the Indiana
Piles of rubble deposited by the storm surge one half mile back
their
homes
and possessions, yet they conofficers were able to from the the coast.
tinued
to
work
13 hour shifts. Pete stated
provide some much
that if anything
needed relief for local
were
to happen in
law enforcement.
our
area,
he has
Finally, the lndiana officers left for
no
doubt
that
the
the remaining trek to Biloxi, Mississippi.
citizens
of
Indiana
Biloxi and Gulfport suffered the most
would see many
damage from Hurricane Katrina. Pete
Biloxi
police offistated, "What most people don't realize
cers
eager
to help.
is that Mississippi was hardest hit by the ·
Pete
stated,
"Police
hurricane. The media focused on the damofficers
don't
usuage in New Orleans, but that was from the
ally
cry,
but
the
levies. The path of the hurricane was right
local
officers
were
between Biloxi and Gulfport, straight up
so thankful for the
through the middle of the state."
help
and support
South of Jackson, there was no comthat
there were
munication and no power. The Indiana
some
tears
shed."
photo courtesy of Pete Wood
officers were divided into five man teams
Indiana
has
This house was carried an unknown distance and deposited in the
and were expected to be self sufficient.
middle of the road.
made
a
60
day
They were provided with telecommitment
to
phone numbers, but in most
remain
in
the
instances the phone lines were
Biloxi/Gulfport area and provide assisinoperable. The Indiana offitance.
There are teams that rotate about
cers brought food, water and
every
two
weeks. The next team is prepartents and provided assistance
ing
to
head
out within the week.
to the best of their ability.
Overall, crime was normal
Kelly is a 3L and may be reached at
and under control with very
kelly.
vanderwall@valpo.edu.
little looting.
The destruction was massive. Four lane highways were
covered with debris. One lane
was bulldozed allowing for
the passing of minimal traffic.
Visible water lines marked the
photo courtesy of Pete Wood
middle of windows on second This casino was taken from the gulf waters and thrust into the
story floors of buildings. The center of a Holiday Inn one half mile from the coast.

KATRINA
continued from page 1
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law schools, and that something different,
something better needs to be done to make
us' so. How uncomfortable it is to confront
such an idea. If we accept the notion that
we could become great, we are acknowland do not wish to take them to bars or
edging that what we considered "good
clubs. Further, the events are upbeat and
enough," isn't anymore. We must gain the
non-topic oriented. They provide a much
confidence and will to be great, sometimes
needed respite from the doldrums of lawschool related issue debating. Their only
in spite of our determination to approve of
our present condition, whatever it may be.
purposes are to promote unity and the
So who is to say we're not good
University's religious heritage.
The events also provide an opportuni- enough?
What about us isn't good enough?
ty to become involved with other campus
And who asked you anyway???
groups that share in a similar vision. For
example, the Christian Legal Society has
No one should be the lone judge of
had the opportunity to become involved
the measure of our school's excellence.
with Habitat for Humanity, a burgeoning
Fortunately, there are numerous ways of
undergraduate organization that dutifully
recognizing where we stand in relation to
promotes building and renovating houses
our potential for greatness that are fairly
for impoverished people. This and other
objective.
ties allow for increased involvement in
One of the hallmarks of our less than
service projects and campus unity.
equal position among law schools is the
So while Mr. Butler's article correctly number and quality of opportunities our
identifies 4 'labs, art museums and convograduates enjoy. While it is true that we
cations" as enriching opportunities for
share in some way with the successes and
VU law students, he misses one important
monumental achievements of a few excepprospect: student organization synergy. By tionally brilliant, motivated, hard-workbecoming involved with other like-minded ing alumni, these achievements are the
groups on the undergraduate campus,
exception and not the rule. Applications
the law school can benefit from a more
from .our school for the most prestigious
efficient use of time and energy, and the
clerkships and internships are frequently
undergraduate campus can benefit from
dismissed to the out-box before they have
our experience and administrative capaseen the light of day. To bring the most
bilities. I challenge each group to explore
sought after and horizon-expanding work
the possibilities.
opportunities within reach, we collectively
need to strive to shake off the reputation
Submitted by Christian Miller.
that puts us in the out-box.
Clearly, not everyone has the goal of
Christian is a 3L and may be reached at
working for a large firm or clerking in a
christian.miller@valpo.edu.
federal court. Even if these are not your
goals, your work will inevitably reflect on
other alumni. It is entirely within the reach
Letter from a concerned student
of every student to produce work that is
their best, and consequently worthy to be
To the Administration, Faculty,
presented in even the most prestigious or
Alumni, and my colleagues at the Law
demanding jobs. From small and simple
School:
things,
great things come to pass. The
I feel very blessed to be here at our
banner
of success of a few alumni is not
law school. I came here because I felt that
going
to
move our ship in the right direcValparaiso University Law School could
tion.
The
countless 'small' acts, performed
provide the best legal education possible.
with
excellence
and professionalism in
The beauty of the campus, the diversity
whatever
forum
Wt? may be in, will be the
and ability of our classmates and the exengine
that
moves
the entire law school
cellence of the faculty's scholarship make
along
the
path
of
greatness.
In everything
it an ideal setting for learning the law. We
we
do,
let
"good
enough"
mean
"better
have here all the ingredients necessary
than
we've
ever
done
before,"
and
we wiH
to become one of the Nation's great law
effect
this
incredible
change.
schools. I am writing to share my thoughts
Another sign of our unfulfilled powith you on how we can become a great
tential
is the persistent lack of enthusiasm
law school.
in
the
classroom.
Within my first month
This idea of potential greatness for
at
our
law
school,
I have sometimes
us is such a volatile one. It suggests that
noticed
colleagues
resorting to e-mail,
we are not yet one of the Nation's great

Letters to the Editor
Response to VU and VUSL Relations, The Forum, September
Mr. Butler's enriching article concerning undergraduate and law school
relations spurred me to write about
another development in unifying the two
campuses.
This semester, the Christian Legal
Society, at the behest of Alison Denniston,
president ofthe Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship, began attending weekly Unity
meetings. The purpose of these meetings
is to support the Judeo-Christian heritage
of the campus by unifying the myriad
Christian groups. And though we have
been involved for only a short time, the
results have been impressive.
Already the Christian groups on campus organized a picnic where almost 200
people participated, 10 percent of whom
were law school students. Furthermore,
a concert event has been planned for October 16 and is being sponsored by many
groups on the campuses. These events are
important and should be seen as a benefit
to the law school.
To begin with, the events are all
family friendly. A number of law school
students have spouses and small children

web surfing, or occasionally sleeping to
while away the time in class. This is not
true of every class, or of every student,
but it is common enough an occurrence
that virtually all students are aware of this
condition. Brilliant scholars with incredible legal talents are at times visibly weary
of teaching as a result. There is no need
for it to be this way. For the sake of the
students, for the sake of the faculty, we
need to be fired up about what goes on in
the classroom. We need to come, ready
to play, ready to challenge each other and
to be challenged; ready to speak up more
clearly, ready to listen, and when appropriate, ready to stand. The learning we
want to happen just won't happen unless
we are fired up. We will practice law the
way we have learned to practice it in the
classroom. So don't be shy; stand up,
speak out, keep it real, stay really professional, and go for it. Make it count. Game
on!!!
One last sign of our ability to progress beyond our present station is the
possibility of raising a new building and
expanding the law library and the facilities of the law school generally. We need
alumni, wherever you are, whatever you
are doing, to contribute to your alma
mater. Come and speak to us. Get us
motivated, inspire us, embolden us with
your passion and expertise to aim high
and achieve great things. Help build our
collective reputation with your financial
contributions. In addition to expanding the
law school facilities, let us build an endowme!lt that is worthy of the law school
and the tremendous influence it is capable
of exerting. Why not start at $250 million?
It would be a tremendous honor to be the
first of the graduated classes to achieve
a $100,000 donation or more. Lead us,
alumni. All of the law school community
will follow. I know I will.
You may have noticed that I haven't
mentioned rankings (ofthe U.S. News variety, in case you were wondering). These
rankings will reflect our efforts in time.
I am confident that with a commitment
to act and by taking the action necessary
to improve in the areas I've mentioned,
the rankings will follow, all the way to
the top. Other prestigious honors may
also come, such as a chapter of the Order
of the Coif at our law school (see http://
www.orderofthecoif.org for information).
All of these benefits and privileges require
excellence in all we do. Excellence and
professionalism is what I am asking all of

see LETTERS page 12
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From the Dean-

Professionalisnt and responsibilty
FouNDED 1971
MARINA Ricci, Managing Editor
KELLY ANN VANDERWALL, Editor in Chief
HEATHER MoNTEI, Executive Editor
MEussA DuRHAM, Production Editor

Jay
Conison
THE DEAN'S CORNER'

EDITORIAL L

We as law students and soon to be
attorneys are pulled in many directions.
Our time, money, love and presence is
demanded by the study, the school, the
family and the job. And on we go, from
place to place to place, racing the clock
and sacrificing the small pleasures. Except
at some point, it's the most important
things that we forget, the I love you, the
please and thank you and the smile.
The victim of this cycle we assume
is ourselves - which is partially true. We
are tired, frustrated, emotional and rarely
accomplish what needs to be done.
However, many times it isn't only
the law student that suffers from the law
school chaos; it is those surrounding the
student as well.
With so many commitments,·lt is
easy to watch your work product begin to
deteriorate in quality and the vigor that we
used to approach the study of law with is
lost. The purpose of tasks is forgotten and
things are done merely for th~ satisfaction
of crossing it off one of the several "to
do" lists.
When surrounded with demands from
oth~rs, we must prioritize. At any given
time, one demand is more pressing than
another. On one particular night a chat

with an old friend is more valuable than
the thirty pages of reading for class in
the morning. It is important to realize the
demand of the study of law and to respect
that demand by allotting the necessary
time to succeed; yet, it is vital to maintain
balance.
Don't blow off the social events;
don't take your frustrations out on loved
ones and take some time to be alone. It is
easy to get caught up in the whirlwind that
is law school. However, just for a moment
stop and think of the things you have recently forgotten. Recall how carefree you
were absent pressing deadlines and hectic
calendars. Practice being yourself again
instead of practicing record breaking email response times. Enjoy the sound of
your own laughter for a moment.
If the study of law is to be practice
for the practice of law, it is vital that we
each find our own balance now, before
bad habits become too difficult to break. It
is never too late to write down all of those
priorities and number them by importance.
If you can do without something, by all
means, do without. In this instance doing
without isn't negative, it means having
more time to enjoy life and your loved
ones .

. ..------..

.-~~~~~~~~--,.-~~111!1!111----

ast week, the Illinois Supreme
Court announced two initiatives
aimed at strengthening the quality
and character of the legal profession in
Illinois, and increasing the public's confidence in Illinois lawyers. One initiative
requires a minimum amount of continuing
legal education of all attorneys licensed in
the state, including specific requirements
in the areas of ethics, professionalism, and
diversity. A second creates a Commission
on Professionalism, the express goal of
which is "to promote among the lawyers
and judges of Illinois principles of integrity, professionalism and civility; to foster
commitment to the elimination of bias and
divis~veness within the legal and judicial
systems; and to ensure that those systems
provide equitable, effective and efficient
resolution of problems and disputes for
the people of Illinois."
Through these developments, Illinois
joins the many other state courts, bar
associations, and legal organizations determined to raise the level of professionalism among lawyers. This determination is
not new-long ago, the campaign to move
legal education away from apprenticeships
and into law schools was aimed in part at
just this end. The motivations for the more
recent campaigns and initiatives are various. For the Illinois Supreme Court, the
primary motivation seems to be a percep-

~ti~on~th:;at the "Rambo-style, win-at-all cost

-lfl!llll!!..........

attitude by attorneys" has been harmful to
the profession and everyone involved in
it. Some of the efforts by other organizations have been motivated by concern
that financial considerations are too often
given priority over service to clients and
the justice system.
Law schools, too, have been part of
this effort, and are intensifying their focus
on professionalism. Last year, for example, I attended a workshop on approaches
to teaching professionalism in law
schools. An important goal here is a desire
to ensure that graduates have a strong
appreciation of law as a form of service
to clients and to the public, and not just
something one does to earn a living. To
practice law is a privilege, and it should
be open only to those persons having not
only a base of knowledge and skills, but
also demonstrably good character and a
sense of responsibility to the constituencies they serve. Law schools cannot
create good character (although they
can encourage it). But they can impart a
sense of responsibility to clients and other
constituencies as they impart fundamental
knowledge and skills.
Thus, the law faculty at Valparaiso
has been developing programs and practices to improve instruction in professionalism. For example, we added to the
new-student orientation; a program on
professionalism that served as ·an introduction to the history of lawyering and
professionalism, and an introduction to
the expectations of clients, judges, and
fellow attorneys. Currently, the faculty is
working on enhancements to their teaching that will enable them to do a better job
of instilling the values of professionalism
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Law students

driving sober
Student Bar
Association

Continuing legal education:
The sequel to law school
·

Law Review

Kristin
Nesbitt
t age 16, I passed the Missouri
driver's exam with flying colors.
My parents expected nothing less,
seeing as that was the third time I'd tried.
After our celebration dinner, I offered to
drive my family home. They declined.
The year following my sixteenth
birthday was a collection of vehicular
mishaps, to put things mildly. After seeing
me hit a parked car, it was no coincidence
that my younger brother, notorious for
falling asleep within 30 seconds of getting
in a moving vehicle, never slept when I
was driving. Aside from the fact that he
was afraid he'd never wake up again, my
parents also thought he might serve as a
good spy. Their thoughts were on-target
- whenever necessary, he could relate in
perfect detail exactly how I managed to
rip our mailbox off its post as I pulled
into the garage; or how I drove onto a
curb at 45 mph, busting our car's rim and
shredding the tire; or the episode where I
changed lanes and hit a car that was driving in my blind spot.
Since my teenage years, my driving
skill has drastically improved in a mixture
of time and Chicago rush hours, but I still
know not to tempt fate. For me, drinking
and driving don't mix.
Law school is one of the most mentally and emotionally demanding experiences many of us will ever endure. As law
students, the time, energy and money we
expend are substantial, but that responsibility doesn't stop just because we leave
Wesemann Hall for the day. Perhaps for
the very reason that we are future attorneys, this is even more important to
remember as we walk out of school and
into the bar.
The A-merican Bar Association
estimates that as many as 15 to 20 percent
of lawyers have an alcohol or substance
abuse problem. Whether we just happen to be the personality types that are
more likely to encounter this issue or the

A

see SBA page 15

·Katie
Peterson

T

here are many topics in law that
could be consi~ered provocative.
Same-Sex Marriage. The Death
Penalty. Abortion Rights. These are issues
that everyone wants to discuss with a Supreme Court nominee, and no one wants
to discuss with a future mother-in-law. By
most standards, Continuing Legal Education is not one of these issues.
Yet, as future lawyers, CLE is an issue that will affect us all. From Maine to
California, 40 states have enacted mandatory CLE requirements for attorneys.
Even though the specific rules vary by
state, it's safe to bet that each of us will

soon have a quota of CLE hours to fulfill.
Many states, such as Wisconsin and Minnesota require an average of 15 hours of
CLE classes per year. Other states require
as few as nine hours per year. In Indiana,
all lawyers are required to complete 36
hours of CLE over a three-year period.
Despite these widespread requirements, there is a surprising lack of
academic writing about the wisdom and
application of various CLE programs.
Should attorneys be allowed to complete
CLE hours over the internet? How "legal"
must a class be to count as CLE? What is
the best way to teach CLE classes? Should
judges and attorneys have different requirements for CLE?
These are among the many issues that
the Law Review hopes to address in our
upcoming CLE Symposium. Sponsored
by the Indiana Commission for Continuing Legal Education, the Symposium is
actually comprised of several different

Moot Court:
Moot Court
Honor Societ

Josh
Brown
rom 1L to 2L and finally now a 3L,
I have begun to reflect on my last
couple of years spent at Valparaiso
University School of Law. Upon reflection, one thing abundantly clear is that
I remember virtually nothing from my
previous two years. Not to be confused,
I certainly recall basic elements from lL
Civil Procedure (although not much),
Contracts, and Criminal Law, and I certainly remember Legal Research and
Writing, but the reality is that all of my
focus and efforts placed on each prior
subject has been replaced by my focus
and efforts on more recent subjects. As a
result, subjects I once felt I would never
forget have become somewhat blurred
amidst a sea of other subjects.
Someone once said: "Tell me and I
forget; show me and I remember; involve
me and I understand." Moot Court pro-

F

components, including a law review issue
devoted to the topic of CLE, and a gathering of visiting academics and attorneys on
March 16 and 17 of next year.
In this respect, the Symposium
provides an exciting opportunity to "show
off' our law school to attorneys from all
over Indiana. The Law Review and Commission for Continuing Legal Education
are expecting over 200 attorneys and
guests to attend the Symposium. Contributing authors will also be in attendance
and include Chief Justice Shepard from
the Indiana Supreme Court, the Honorable
Melissa May from the Indiana Court of
Appeals, and our own Dean Conison.
So mark your calendars, and get
ready to learn about the classes you' 11 be
attending for the rest of your career!

Katie is a 3L and may be reached at
kathryn.peterson@valpo.edu.

More than just a resume boost

vides an opportunity for its members to
involve themselves in competitions which
provide for a greater understanding of the
law, how it works, what it means, and the
procedure in which it follows. More so
than classroom discussions or reading text
books, Moot Court provides an opportunity for intense deliberations on a variety
of subject matters from all angles.
From these various competitions
emerges a unique opportunity for participants to dive into an in-depth analysis
of various legal topics. More than just
a resume boost, Moot Court allows its
members to involve themselves in a
process geared at the examination of the
complexities of the law through legal
brief writing and oral. arguments that ultimately reinforce the notion that there are
most definitely two sides to every argument.
Through this process, concepts
once learned and since forgotten begin
to make sense again. Civil Procedure,
Contracts, Criminal Law, Torts, Property,
etc., become more easily understood, better reasoned and more intriguing when
learned through a process which forces a
student to work through <:t legal problem

from start to fmish. Much like clerking
for a law firm, Moot Court provides "real
world" like opportunities to work through
difficult aud challenging legal issues in
which arguments are made in front of
lawyers and judges, difficult questions
are asked and no perfect answer is ever
attained.
So for all those interested in participating in something other than classroom
discussions, consider Moot Court as a
great way to not only boost your resume
but provide you with a unique ~egal experience that builds confidence, enhances
your legal education, and serves as a great
clarification tool for subjects previously
learned and since forgotten.
If you are interested in seeing Moot
Court members at their finest please stop
by the Moot Court office any time after
October 24 and pick up tickets for the
final round of the 17th Annual Luther
M. Swygert Memorial Moot Court
Competition held on November 2, 2005,
at the Valparaiso University Center for the
Arts, Dusenberg Recital Hall at 3:00p.m.

Josh is a 3L and may be reached at
joshua.brown@valpo. edu.
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Abst.r acting Booker:
Judicial violation of
due process
jury in order to avoid a 6th Amendment
violation.
The Booker decision considered the
constitutional validity of the sentencing
guidelines within the shadow of the 6th
Amendment. The Court qetermined the
considerations required by the guidelines
violated the 6th Amendment because the
guidelines restricted judicial action with
Last term, the United States Supreme
the force of law.
Court decided an issue smoldering in the
Consequently, increases in sentences
federal court system si~ce the release of
based on considerations required by the
Apprendi v. New Jersey, 530 U.S. 466
guidelines nullified jury determinations in
(2000). United States v. Booker, gave
violation of the 6th Amendment. Theoretithe Court the chance to determine the
constitutionality of the Federal Sentencing cally, courts regained constitutional power
lost after Congress enacted the restrictions
Guidelines. 125 S.Ct. 738 (2005).
of§ 3553.
Initially, Congress aimed to limit the
Booker is a prime example. The jury
discretion afforded to judges by including
in Booker found the defendant guilty
sentencing limits within statutes. Statof possessing more than 50 grams of
utes contained ranges with minimum and
cocaine.
This conviction should have mermaximum sentences. This made sentencited
a
jail
sentence lasting between 21 0 to
ing predictable and aimed to prevent due
262
months.
process violations. Similarly, Congress
The actual sentence imposed by the
limited the ability of judges to impose
judge
after application of the guidelines
sentences on defendants after conviction
increased
the sentence more than ten
by requiring judges to specifically conyears.
The
judge determined that the facts
sider factors "essential" to the determinaof
the
case
found by a preponderance durtion of sentences. 18 U.S.C 3553.
ing
sentencing
demonstrated the defendant
In 2000, the Supreme Court held that
possessed
over
550 grams of cocaine.
whenever a court determines that a senRather
than
declaring the guidelines
tence should exceed the stated statutory
unconstitutional as a whole, the Court's
maximum, they must rely on facts found
second majority opinion remedied the
by juries; otherwise, the sentence violates
situation by invalidating only portions of
the 6th Amendment right to trial by jury.
the sentencing act which make the guideApprendi sets an interesting benchmark
because the existing sentencing guidelines lines mandatory.
Practically, Booker reverberates
allow judges to find facts during sentencthrough the federal courts creating confuing using a preponderance standard.
sion. Though the decision leaves sentencEffectively, a judge could impose a
ing to judges, the applicability of the
sentence anywhere within the statutory
guidelines remains questionable. Under
range using facts he finds by a preponderthe principles espoused by the Court, the
ance of the evidence. Even if a jury did
predominant restrictions on sentencing
not convict a defendant on conspiracy
are jury determinations of culpability and
charges, a judge may modify the defenstatutory ranges.
dant's sentence to reflect his involvement
For Booker, because the jury found
in a conspiracy provided the facts satisfy
him guilty of possession of 50 grams of
the preponderance standard. Only when
cocaine, his maximum sentence is the
a judge wishes to increase the sentence
statutory maximum of 262 months. With
beyond the statutory maximum will the
Apprendi in the mix, any sentence longer
determination require facts found by a

The Grey Area
Left of Center

Andrew I
Sm ith

than 262 months must have support from
facts found by a jury beyond a reasonable
doubt.
Most courts apply the same standard
as if the guidelines still applied. Realistically, the remedial action by the Court will
not mend the possibility of constitutional
violations.
One possible remedy to the confusion is to employ sentencing juries. In its
initial decision in Booker, the 7th Circuit
suggested having a jury find facts and
then recommend a sentence to solve the
constitutional debacle.
Though the purest form of remedy
for the constitutional problem, this would
remove the discretionary power of judges
from the sentencing scheme envisioned by
Booker's majority. Regardless, the discretionary nature of sentencing as it currently
stands limits this remedy because the Constitution does not bind the courts to carry
out all sentencing through jury determinations.
Conversely, this interpretation is logically consistent with the limited purpose
of juries as fact finders because part of
sentencing is the interpretation of standing
law.
In deciphering the mess, the bottom
line is that judges are no longer bound by
the sentencing guidelines to consider facts
not determined by a jury beyond a reasonable doubt. This extends 6th Amendment
protections to sentencing, but fails to
clarify how aggravating and mitigating
factors figure in to final sentences.
Moreover, this opens the door to
allow similar constitutional violations by
the judiciary because the doctrine of stare
decisis operates as law governing judges
decisions while imposing sentences. Even
though it was an effective grab for constitutional power, Booker stands to complicate the situation by injecting uncertainty
into law already plagued by constitutional
invalidity.
Andrew is a 3L who may be reached at
Richard. Smith 1@valpo. edu.

CONT...
SMOKING
continued from page 2
He asked Council President AI Eisenmenger and the mayor to create a committee to research and present an ordinance
regulating smoking in restaurants within
six months. The committee should have
members who are restaurant owners and
gather public input before the council takes
any action, he said.
"We don't need to create islands of
special conditions," Howe said of the new
licensees. Eisenmenger agreed to meet with
the mayor, who was not at the meeting.
Eisenmenger said: "Having a smoking
area in a restaurant is like have a peeing
area in a pool. Sooner or later everybody
has to swim through it."
Larr asked about postponing a decision until the committee completes its
work and the council can make a decision
covering the whole downtown. Economic
Development Director Charles McGill said
that would create a problem for Bistro 157,
which is moving into a new location and is
considering building a separate section for
smoking. The restaurant now is nonsmoking.
"Bistro 157 is at a critical juncture in
its design, and they are looking for direction," McGill said. "To keep it pending for
six months poses some problems."
Howe said the smoking ordinance
should supersede any other regulations
concerning smoking set by the city, including those in the guidelines. Although
reluctant to create an ordinance regulating
a health issue such as smoking, Howe said
it could prove beneficial for the restaurants
to market themselves as a smoke-free dining area.
Bistro 157 and Don Quijote have been
recommended for approval by the licensing
commission, and McGill said as many as
three more could receive favorable recommendations next week. The council could
vote on them in October, and the final approval would be up to the state's Alcohol
Beverage Commission.
The council made one other change
in the guidelines. The proposal to charge a
maximum $200-a-month marketing fee to
each new licensee until 2007 was amended
to allow for the fee to be increased to at
least $500 on Sept. 1. The fee will be set
by a committee of the licensees, which also
would control spending.
Phil Wieland is a reporter for Northwest
Indiana Times.
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·cotntnitting to a w-orthw-hile cause
Check

Marina
Ricci
"Never doubt that the work of a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens
can change the world. Indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has."
-Margaret Mead
t is ironic to think that with hefty legal fees, few lower income families are
ever able to utilize the safeguards and
opportunities in the law available for their
benefit, even though they are the most in
need of such provisions. In order to alleviate this problem, VUSL is one of a number
of law schools with a mandatory pro bono
requirement for graduation.
Pro Bono work is also listed as a rule
in the Model Rules of Professional Conduct, and all attorneys are encouraged to
provide such services in the duration of
their practice.
. While there are many different ways
of obtaining such hours to fulfill the graduation requirement, it's important to look at
the meaning behind such a rule. The whole
point of Pro Bono hours is to realize that
while we, as future attorneys, have a great
potential to lead very comfortable lives and
have our income taxed in one of the higher

I

tax brackets, the reality is that many do not
have fair access to the legal system.
Up until now there hasn't been. a law
school organization for students to be able
to provide those in need with free volunteer legal services. Thus, a new organization, the Richard ~lennerhassett Tax Law
Society (RBTLS), has taken it on as their
challenge to fulfill that gap which will provide low-income
families
with
free legal tax
services while
giving law students the opportunity to fulfill
their pro bono
requirement.
Founded by
Harold
Price,
Crystal Saltzwadel, Jay Perez,
and Jared Helge,
with faculty advisor
Professor Morrisson,
the organization
wants to advance the values and dedication
shown by the life of Richard Blennerhassett, a Vietnam veteran and an Associate
Administrator for .Technology at VUSL,
who unexpectedly passed away last December. Most of all, RBTLS wants to show
that helping non-paying individuals can be
just as rewarding as helping those who can
afford the services.
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With the goal of "helping make someone's next day a better one," RBTLS wants
law students to realize that there is a benefit
to helping out the community and not just
personal clients.
Specifically,
RBTLS
members,
through participating in such activities as
serving food at local food banks and collecting can goods for the underprivileged,
will become eligible
to be trained by the
IRS to perform tax- .
return preparations
for
low-income
families and those
who cannot pay for
such services: The
program will integrate the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance Program
(VITA) of the past,
while also adding a
community service
component to their
goals.
Anyone is able
to join RBTLS, which is slated to have 'its
first meeting in a couple of weeks. 2Ls and
3Ls will be able to receive pro bono hours,
while lLs will be .able to gain experience
and become eligible for future officer positions, making their first year of law school
a memorable one.
Interested students have to join by
November as to become IRS certified by

December or early January so that the Tax
Season can start immediately after winter
break. RBTLS has a challenge and goal for
all students to beat and double last years
VITA mark of 150 filed tax returns.
There are only a few times in life where
you will be able to make a difference. And
at first glance, law school doesn't seem like
the most conducive environment for such
an endeavor. However, at VUSL, through
Pro Bono work and community volunteerism, there is an opportunity to combine
what we learn and who we are by helping
others.
Marina is a 2L and may be reached at
marina.ricci@valpo.edu.

RBTLS would like to encourage all students to purchase
their groceries at WiseWay for
the next few weeks as this store
gives -away "Turkey Awards"
which RBTLS will collect and
redeem for turkeys to help
needy families. Please put your
"Turkey Awards" into locker
#42 before Thanksgiving break.
RBTLS thanks you in advance
for making someone 's holiday a
better one.
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Strict Scrutinv

Jury sentencing: The logical approach?
BY JEN PURCELL
Columnist
begin this edition of Strict Scrutiny
with a caveat: I am a 1L, and as such,
I don't have much time to read outside
of my casebooks. Recently though, I realized that since I am from Texas originally,
and then moved to Kentucky for undergraduate, I have always lived in a state
that practices pure jury sentencing.
While constitutionally, juries are
the only people who can impose a death
sentence on a defendant, other criminal
sentencing is left up to the judge in all
states except Kentucky, Arkansas, Kansas,
and Texas.
Before I wrote this article, a 3L handed me a pile of cases, including Booker,
Fan Fan, and Blakely. From my confused
IL reading of them, the cases restricted
the power of judges and exponentially
increased the power ofjuries.
For the most part, though, it looks
like judges still retain some power to

I

impose sentences. I am not arguing for
unbridled power of the jury-but rather, for
juries to sentence within suggested guidelines, and for judges to serve purely as
administrators of the trial. The states that
opt to allow judges any power to sentence
strike me as a little misguided for a lot of
pretty intuitive reasons:
1. Junes are most likely better sentence administrators. Judges, unlike juries,
are most likely overconditioned. Justices
are at the bench all day, hearing horrible
stories of criminal misconduct of various
types. Sooner or later, they are probably
desensitized-! would be too. This could
lead to judges imposing stricter and less
uniform sentences. Second, judges are
elected. This makes them (gasp) accountable to an electorate. Their sentences, no
doubt, are often public displays of their
agenda aimed at pandering to a certain
base. Juries have no such political obligations, and thus are likely to more honestly
consider a case and its circumstances.
2. The System Becomes More Legitimate to the Citizens. Because the legal
system's survival relies on the acquies-

cence of citizens to the power of the state,
any increase in the legitimacy of the state
should be warmly welcomed ..
When my peers sentence me to five
years for burning the Shepard's books in
the library, it appears more legitimate because they are in a situation similar to my
own and come from my own community.
When a judge hands down the sentence,
people view the display of power executed
from above as distant and often unfair.
Additionally, in the US, the typical
judge is white, male, middle to upper
class, and Christian (I did a quick stat.
check). Because of racial, gender, and
class tensions, defendants could often
view a harsh sentence as a result of discrimination, regardless of the real motivations.
A jury of peers is more likely to
contain members of minority groups that
at least share some characteristic with the
defendant. This commonality can serve
to legitimize the sentence. Also, sheer
numbers support jury sentencing.
Since a jury is composed of 12 differently situated individuals, who bring

with them backgrounds, experiences, and
traits that are diverse from one another,
the resulting sentence is the product of a
better diversity of opinion.
3. A very simple question suffices for
this argument: so juries can decide the
most important element, guilt or innocence, but are barred from taking the next
logical, but less serious step of sentencing? That's backwards. This glaring
inconsistency reigns supreme in non-jury
sentencing states. In the civil arena, from
what I've gathered in a cursory six weeks
of law school, the juries are the ones who
impose the sentences. Why not in the
criminal arena? In death penalty cases, the
most serious of them all, juries are imposing the sentence. Again, why not in other
criminal cases?
4. Jury Sentencing could decrease the
amount of times juries acquit based on
the fear that the judge will impose a really
high sentence. I think I might be the first
one to vote innocent for a mother of five

The religious right in this country is
a very powerful group. Part of the reason
is probably because they are so organized
-they do, after all, meet every Sunday.
The control they have is so extreme they
have altered the political landscape of
our country by shifting it so far right that
most politicians walk on egg shells when
discussing a topic of interest to this group.
They have persuaded many that 30 million
tax paying Americans are not to have the
same rights as the rest through the discussed Constitutional amendment banning
gay marriage.
What is next, should all women
fulfill the appropriate roll of a good
Christian woman and be subservient to
the man? Will there be some proposal by
the American Family Association called
- The defense of traditional gender roles
amendment? DOTGA would no doubt be
sponsored by the types of Rick Santorum
(R-PA) and Orrin Hatch (R-UT). This may
seem amusing, but imagine how scary and
oppressive this country could get if the

agenda of the religious right is allowed to
proceed to its inevitable conclusion.
Freedom of speech and association
is a good thing even if it allows radical
ideas to pervade the political landscape.
At least we have the Supreme Court as a
check on the legislative branch if some
laws violate the Constitution. Oh wait, .
that might not be true for much longer
with Bush's appointees to the high court.
My very short time observing politics
in this country has lead me to believe it
is analogous to a pendulum on a grandfather clock. It swings to the right, gets too
far, and then swings back to the left, and
so on. I can only hope that it hasn't been
right for so long that irreparable damage
has occurred to the clock that operates it.

see PURCELL page 1.5

Do the evolution ...
Danlon I
Newman
"I'm a thief, I'm a liar ... There's my
church, I sing in the choir:" Peal Jam, Do
the Evolution, Yield (Sony 1998).
his exact thinking may not have
prompted the framers of the Constitution to incorporate separation
of church and state in the first amendment.
Even so, I think everyone, or at least people with an ounce of foresight and sense
of history think it is an essential aspect of
a free thinking, democratic society.
Although we still have a long way to
go until we divorce God out of our government, (In God we trust on our money,
and "one nation under God" in our pledge
of allegiance) we are not as bad as some

T

religious theocracies which treat women
as second class citizens.
For this reason, allowing teaching
of so called "intelligent design" in our
public schools is a travesty to the goal our
framers attempted to achieve. Intelligent
design is the theory that evolution could
not have developed as far as it has without
some "higher power" guiding it along.
Although, personally, I think there
may be some validity to that hypothesis
(my undergraduate degree is in science), there is not one legitimate (and in
legitimate I mean not bought out by the
religious right) scientist who believes
that intelligent design guided evolution.
Although an interesting concept, it has not
been accepted by the scientific community. Intelligent design is a guise by the
religious right to try and usher creationism
back into the public schools.
Intelligent design may be a good topic
in a class on philosophy, but it belongs
in science curriculum no more than Jerry
Fallwell belongs in San Francisco.

Damon is a 2L and may be reached at
damon. newman@valpo.edu.
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Sotne randotn
Whoa now...
thoughts on
Another step away
sotne recent n_e-ws from rational thought?
BY WM. RYAN ABRESH
Columnist

W

ell a lot has happened recently
in the news, so why don't you
sit for a spell while I try to
bring you all up to date:
President Bush nominated White
House Counsel Harriet Miers to the Supreme Court last week. Has anyone ever
heard of this woman? And, is it just me,
or does she kind of look like Madeline
Albright minus the jowls? Man, why does
that turn me on?
ABC has a new hit show named
"Commander in Chief' that stars Geena
Davis as the first female president since
Jimmy Carter. The show has done very
well in the ratings, and ABC did a great
job casting Davis for the role. If you're
going to have a female president, it had
better be someone who can strike fear
into the hearts of our enemies. And what's
scarier than a seven-foot tall Amazon
woman that can slam-dunk a basketball?
You go girlfriend!
Britney Spears has been all over the
news recently. Not only did she finally
crap out her little hell-spawn, but she
has also been in the press for her noble
charity work. Spears is hocking her used
unwashed bra on ebay to raise money for
the victims of Hurricane Katrina. Experts
think that the bra could fetch a lot of
money, but are certain it could have raised
a lot more money if it were sold three
years ago when she wasn't such a dog.
Seriously Brit, the white-trash skank from
"Cops" called, and she wants her image
back.
Kim Jong-11 is expected to name
a successor to head North Korea soon.
Speculation is that it could be a member
of his family, or an outsider from the
hard-line Korea People's Army. Whoever
it may be, this reporter hopes it will be
someone who will continue to murder
political dissidents, and force the starving masses to resort to cannibalism in an
insane quest for nuclear weapons. Call me
old-fashioned but I like my dictators to be

lovable.
A Santa Monica judge has just
granted Pamela Anderson's request for
a three-year restraining order against an
alleged stalker. In other news, a Santa
Monica judge has just slapped me with a
three-year restraining order for stalking
Pamela Anderson. It' 11 take more than
court orders to keep me away, baby. Hey,
that kind of sounds like a country song,
doesn't it?
.
John Roberts recently had his first
day as Chief Justice of the Supreme
Courts. Roberts' qualifications include
graduating from Harvard Law School, and
clerking for former Chief Justice William
Rehnquist. I guess I better pencil in "Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court" right under
"Astronaut" and "Pope" on my list of
"Jobs I Will Never Have." Oddly enough
"Medical Test Subject" is not on the list.
Lindsay Lohan was in yet another car
crash. The star of"Mean Girls" and most
of my wet dreams was trying to avoid paparazzi while on a shopping spree in Los
Angeles when she wrecked her black Mercedes. Although Lohan was not harmed in
this accident, many suspect that her last
car accident left her with significant head
trauma. Come on, did anyone see that awful "Herbie Fully Loaded"? Only someone
with brain damage would agree to star in
that train-wreck.
And finally, taking a page out of the
"Courtney Love Guide to Parenting,"
single mom Kate Moss made headlines for
her drug abuse. The "heroin-chic" model
was caught on film cutting up and snorting
lines of cocaine in a recording studio. As
a result fashion lines H&M, Burberry, and
Chanel cancelled their modeling contracts
with Moss. Personally, I am shocked that
a supermodel would snort cocaine. If she
wanted to stay skinny why didn't she do it
through forced vomiting and chain-smoking cigarettes like every other model?
Hey, it might not be glamorous, but at
least it is healthier. After all Katie, you
have a kid to look after.
Ryan is a 2L and may be reached at
william.abresch@valpo. edu.

offended by children out of wedlock or
gay
people who desire parenthood, my
Columnist
best advice is to not become one. Indiana
is ·determining, on a case-by-case basis,
·
cently, the lndia~a legislature is
who gets to be a parent and who doesn't.
conjuring up a qutet assault on
That's just scary.
ivilliberties, rational thought,
Conversely, maybe we should all be
and feminism. Newly proposed changes .
really appreciative that they are about to
to Indiana's policy regarding parenthood
holistically disqualify complete groups
include stipulations that will bar unmarof people without even considering their
ried people from using artificial means to
merits as parents. We've always seen great
have children. If the new law is passed,
results as a society when we ostracize
and is violated, the physician and parpeople based on a single characteristic. Piticipating parties will be hit with a Class
geonholing has never produced a historiB Misdemeanor entitled "Unauthorized
cally egregious result.
Reproduction."
In fact, we can probably be guarThe draft of the legislation may be
anteed a better state with a policy that
found at the following address: http://
invokes such a blind cut. Every single
www.in.gov/legislative/interim/commarried permittee/prelim/
son is surely
HFC004.pdf.
Indiana is determining, on a better than
The legisevery single
lation defines
case-_by-case
basis,
who
gets
to
unmarried per"artificial means"
son in terms
be a parent and who doesn ~.
of parenthood
of parenting.
as '"'intrauterine
Studying for a
insemination,
practice civil
donation of an egg, donation of an emexam
combined
with
the wordprocedure
bryo, in vitro fertilization and transfer of
count limits ofThe Forum preclude me
an embryo; and intracytoplasmic sperm
from writing a fourteen-page, font-size 10
injection. If the legislation passes, women
praise of this legislation. Do what you can
who are unmarried and homosexuals will,
is my best closing comment.
in effect, be barred from having children
To contact a state representative reif they caJinot biologically reproduce or
garding
this legislation, a list is accessible
secure a surrogate parent."
with
contact
information at the following
Not only is this legislation an obvious
address:
http:/
/www.dailykos.com/stoaffront to women's reproductive rights to
ry/2005/10/3/213554/300.
control their bodies by defining their own

BY JEN PURCELL

terms for reproduction, ·hut it also invades
a concept of privacy and overall civil
liberties with some of its other provisions.
The new law, if passed, would also require
the intended parents to submit records
of their involvement in various religious
organizations, their criminal history, and
other documents currently required of
adoptive parents.
If the law passes, women will have to
file a "petition for parenthood." Unmarried women and homosexual individuals
need not apply. Here's an idea. If you are

Jen is a 1L and may .be reached at
jennifer.purcel/@valpo. edu.
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continued from page 5
us to commit to. If it is stilJ unclear what
exactly I am asking us to do that is differoffer a few final suggestions:
..,..,...........,_,........,...,._ _....,.....,.....,.....,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _..,.......,_.. ent,
For let
ourme
students:
• Aim higher.
• Be excellent in everything you do in law
schooL
• Improve the quality of your work, what
ever it may be.
• Remember, helping others achieve the
hard-to-reach goals can only help you.

For our career services office:
• Keep up your outstanding work,
• teach us the meaning of professionalism
by your example, and
• Bring us 50 more on campus recruiters.
We will make you proud.

For our administration:

• Rally our alumni!
• Build the buildings!
• Showcase our faculty!
• Work the rankings, baby!

For our faculty:
• You are our inspiration, our guides, and
our mentors. Lead us.
• Expect more of us in the classroom. We
will live up to the challenge.
• And please, don ~t forget to invite all of
the U.S. Supreme Court Justices over
whenever humanly possible.
Let us take our place among the
greatest law schools in the Nation. We can
do it. All we have to do is begin, begin
well, and keep improving.
Sincerely,
David Perez,
ALB, cum laude Harvard University
Extension School, 2005
JD Candidate, Valparaiso University

·-----------------------··-----------------------·
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Feature: Alumni in action
BY HEATHER MONTE!
Executive Editor
nternational Trade ... Contracts .. .
Anti-Trust law ... Joint Ventures .. .
Those are just a few of the topics
VUSL Alumni Cornell Boggs can cover
in one day at the office. "The best part
of my job is being an integral part of the
business leadership team and having the
opportunity to lead the staff,'~ said Boggs.
The VUSL 1985 Alumni is currently vice
president and general counsel for Tyco
Plastics & Adhesives, one of the five
operating segments of Tyco International.
Tyco Plastics is one of the largest
manufacturers of plastic film products
in the US, with a roster of 158 in-house
counsel. Boggs joined Tyco in June
2003. Prior to that, he was a member
of the legal teams at Intel Corporation,
Anheuser-Busch Inc. and Monsanto Co.
He also served as a clerk and trial attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice.
Since that time, he has spent 16 years as
a corporate attorney. But corporate law
isn't all Boggs is involved with. Earlier
this month he was honored at the annual
lL dinner.
"We were looking for someone who
graduated from here, who is also an
industry leader in the corporate world.
Mr. Boggs is the perfect example of
someone who is an industry leader who
hasn't reached the peak of his career yet,"
stated Zach Butler, Black Law Student

I

Authentic
Mediterranean
Cuisine ... since 1985
Dine by candle light on ...
Tapas ... Unique Salads, Paella ...
Steaks ... Seafood
Homemade Soups & Desserts
Beer, Wine, Cappuccino & more

don Quijote IIDlDO~rts
Now Open!
The Only
Spanish
Restaurant
in Indiana

that you are a student ... which means be
Association President.
participatory as possible in class ... get
This year's honor is a three-peat of
sorts for Boggs, who has already been
as much out of the process as possible.
When you leave and you're on your own,
awarded the Alumni Service Award twice
in 1999 and 2000, for his efforts in the ' there is no time to ask people questions at
that stage. Remember, no one ever sued
schools mentoring program.
you for legal malpractice because you
The 150 audience members heard
asked a question while in law school!"
Boggs speak on mentoring, his time in
Valparaiso,
Boggs didn't just
earn his law Degree at
and his
Valparaiso University; he
service
to those
received an undergraduless fortuate degree in Journalism
nate. "My
in 1982. "What your
major is in undergrad
pro bono
work has
really doesn't make that
definitely
big of a difference in law
changed
school. People shouldn't
be stressed that they
since my
photo courtesy Melanie Scott don't have their life plan,
days at
N. Cornell Boggs with President of the Black it will change anyways."
Monsanto,
Law
Student Association, Zachary Butler at
I would
MrBoggs was
the
annual
1 L dinner.
say now
elected as a member of
it's more
the University's Board
directing other in-house counsel to work
of Directors in 2004. It's an appointon various projects."
ment position which brings him back to
Yet, Mr. Boggs is also very involved
Valparaiso four times a year.
in the Minority Corporate Council
"I miss the professors ...you're very
Association, and the American Bar .
lucky to have them. I also miss the free
Association, accrediting law schools.
time for inquiry and reflection that is such
Boggs stated, "I spend the majoran important aspect of campus life." Mr.
ity of my time working in chunks on pro
Boggs will forever remain an influence on
bono, mostly on diversion and inclusion
the lives of current VUSL students.
related topics.''
Mr. Boggs advice for students, "You
Heather is 2L and may be reached at
just need to be open to a continuous state
heather. montei@valpo. edu.
of learning. Take advantage of the fact

Serving faculty, staff
and students
• Free ATMs in Indiana
• Loan Rewards
•Internet Banking
• Competitive Rates
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and savings
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CONTINUED ...
DEAN

SBA

continued from page 6

continued from page 6

across the curriculum.
profession itself creates the phenomenon,
Thus far, I have been discussing
its potential dangers are very real - health
professionalism in terms of responsibility
problems, decreased competency, broken
to clients, judges, fellow attorneys and the
relationships, and disbarment. As stupublic. But professionalism has several
dents, we face an even worse risk - seeing
aspects; another fundamental one consists
all of our hard work rendered useless by
of responsibility to oneself. This aspect is
being deemed unfit in character to take the
harder to teach, and thus is often neglectbar exam.
ed, because it is intimately interconnected
With this issue in mind, Valpo Law
with character. Yet it is no less central to
and SBA will introduce a new element to
what we understand by professionalism.
students' non-academic education in the
It is also central to one's opp_ortunities for
coming year- alcohol and drug awareness
success.
and prevention programming~ These semiIn the context of law school, this
. nars and groups will empower students
aspect of professionalism can be approxi- ...to stop-abuse and aqdiction before they
mated by the maxim, take your profeshappen~ as well as assist sf!!dents who
sional education ~eriously. You are invest- , -need .help.
ing three years of your life; borrowing to
·
In the meantime, the two simplest
fund your future; and undergoing the daily ways to-· protect yourself and other future
rigors of reading assignments, classes and, law)rers are to know your limits and to be
exams. To fail to take your professional
responsible behind the wheel. These two
education seriously is to waste this investeasy decisions can help you avoid legal
ment. You are taking actions today for
and professional problems, as well as
the benefit of y()urself tomorrow, and you . save lives, and SBA is here to help. The
owe it to yourself to maximize the prob- · ' Brandeis Bowl, our new weekly bowling
ability you will be successful tomorrow
· league, is the first of several larger-scale,
and maximize your available options. You
non-alcohol-sponsored events. In addition,
have only one· chance at law school, and
this year's Cardozo Cup·wm see the return
when you have only one chance, you must of the safety vans. For only $3, students
play to win.
· can enjoy the tournament with the knowlIt.is easy to list the things you should
edge that they have a safe ride home.
and should not do as part of your responsibility to yourself. You should take classes
Kristin is a 3L and may be reached at
seriously-prepare for them and don't use
kristin.nesbitt@valpo.edu. The next vethem as a time to catch up on email. Take
hicle she plans to buy is a Pontiac G6, but
the job search process seriously from day
it would be smarter for her to buy a tank.
one-set career goals and work with the .
Career Planning Office to pursue them effectively. Don't wait until your third year
to start the search. Take the bar examinaPURCELL
tion seriously--dedicate yourself fully
continued from· page 10
to preparing for it, so that you maximize
your chance to pass the first time (or else
kids who was convicted 6f a drug offense
don't sign up to take it until you. are ready
and clearly proven guilty beyond a reasonto make this commitment). Take your
able doubt if I knew a "guilty" vote would
reputation and public behavior seriously,.
res
tilt in a sentence of ten years, which I
But as important as these prescrip- .
thought
was far too strict. (There's probtions are, responsibility to self is notjust a
ably
a
fancy
legal way to better articulate
matter of dos and don'ts. At bottom, ·it is a
this.
Again~ lL here.) On tpe other hand,
matter of taking charge of the one aspect
of your professional development that law as a juror with power to vote guilty, but
then impose only three years as a senschools can't teach-the character and
tence, I would not let the offender off the
attitude that make for a full professional.
hook entirely. Thus, jury sentencing could
We can help, but you alone are the master
increase equity in sentencing, which helps
of your character.
our systel'I_l overall.

Jen is a 1L and may be reached at
jennifer.purcell@valpo. edu.
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35 Absurd ways to create an·

awkward moment in··an intervi~w
BY ADAN BINSTOCK, CAREY
BERTOLET & DANICE KOWALClYK
BCG Attorney Search Recruiters

iven the nature of practicing law, almost all articles on the subject are.likewise-and approp~a~ely
serious in nature. Toptcs such as recent dectstons,
practice group mergers, or building a book of business
typically do not result in the reader experiencing an unexpected burst of laughter.
However, you've stumbled upon an article that focuses
one of the rare exceptions in this field: Interviews. Given
the inherent pressures the interviewee and the interviewer
feel to make the best first impression, combined with the
strong set of socially acceptable "do's" and "don'ts," there
_ is hardly ever any slight deviation from normal behavior.
And when there is~ the incongruity of the situation can
cause people to squirm in their seats with discomfort. If
you are one who sees and appreciates the humor in these
types of awkward situations, keep reading.
One recent late evening, several BCG recruiters started playing the "Could you imagine if somebody did X"
game in the context of hypothetical law firm interviews.
The more absurd the scenarios, the funnier they were when
we imagined the awkward tension they would create.
In the spirit of changing things up a bit this summer,
and adding some humor to the articles in this field, here's
a list of ridiculously absurd ways to create awkward moments in interviews, and make interviewer think you've
gone completely insane. (Overkill Disclaimer: This is a
joke. However, if you think any of these are funny, be careful to not picture any of these actually happening while
you are on a "real" interview - you might just laugh when
you least want to.)
1. While sitting in the reception area awaiting your
first interviewer, tell the receptionist that you have "lots
of nervous energy" and volunteer to water the plants or
handle other general housekeepirtg services. When the
receptionist declines the invitation, start doing imaginary
cleaning. When the recruiting coordinator comes to meet
you, make the person wait and watch for about 10 seconds
while you complete your imaginary chore (such as sweeping without a broom).
2. At the top of your resume, print (in italics) lyrics
that are remotely relevant, such as:
I would fight for you - I'd lie for you
Walk the wire for you - yeah I'd die for you
You know it's true.
Everything I do - I do it for you.

G

- Bryan Adams (from "Robin Hood, Prince of
Thieves")
3. (For those of you aged 30 to 34) After the interviewer stands up to greet you, you should shake hands
in a rushed fashion, shout "shotgun!" and jump into the
interviewer's chair. Gesture for the interviewer to sit in the
guest chair, and begin the interview normally.
4. Behave as if you are in a time warp from the 1940s,
where practicing law is still a very small and elite brotherhood. For example, when introducing yourself and shaking hands, proceed as follows: "Attorney John Smith, here.
Member in good standing of the D.C., Massachusetts, and
Kentucky Bars. It's an honor to meet you, counselor."
5. Regardless of gender, wear a frilly wedding dress
to the interview. If anyone questions this, just tell them
"It's the appropriate attire for when I've found my perfect
match." (smile broadly and lick teeth)
6. If they ask why you are leaving your current firm,
reply (in an unexpected defensive and aggressive tone)
"Well, would you want to stay at a firm where everyone
avoided you for absolutely no reason at all" (immediately
cock head slightly to the side, and keep int~nse eye-contact for several seconds)
7. Bring an attorney to your interview and whenever
you are asked a question, whisper to your attorney before
answering.
8. At the beginning ofthe interview, take off your belt,
fashion it into a loop and position it horizontally across the
interviewer's desk. Every time you nail a ·question with
an excellent answer, stand up, lift the belt, and strike the
interviewer's desk in one flourished stroke, adding "Ya
cha cha! I love it rough!" Sit back down and continue with
interview.
9. Listen attentively to interviewer's explanation of
the firm. Then, with a deadpan expression, point to the
appropriate body parts and say "Milk, milk, lemonade,
'round the corner, fudge is made."
10. When asked why you did not get an offer after
you summered at another firm, reply "That firm was way
too uptight." When the interviewer probes deeper, reply
"SOME people get 'sensitive' when you drink a little at
lunch, come back to the office, and try to body slam the
receptionist."
11. Every time somebody asks a tough question, reply "Objection, Your Honor" and then follow with (in a
different voice) "Objection Sustained." Then, just stare at
the interviewer with a victorious grin and don't answer the
question.
.
12. Bring· a cane (for aesthetic Pll:rposes only) and
point it directly at the interviewer when trying to empha-

size a strong point.
13. During the interview, keep directing the conversation to the interviewer's office decor and or family pictures. (Example: If the interviewer asks whether you have
taken any depositions, say "Depositions shmepositions
- where did you get that Thomasville bookshelf? Is that
real oak?")
14. Wear an eye patch over one eye. During the interview, in a slow and deliberate manner, casually place it
over your other eye.
15. Bring in a small Black's Law Dictionary, and every
time the interviewer mentions a mildly legal term (such as
"discovery"), open the dictionary, look up the word, repeat
the definition quietly (but within earshot), and then close
the dictionary and answer the question normally.
16. If asked whether you have any weaknesses, answer "I work too hard, I'm a perfectionist, and I deflect
questions like a politician at interviews."
17. If they continue asking about your weaknesses,
respond with "My calves are a half-inch wider than my
thighs."
18. When they ask what you like doing, reply "I enjoy
conimerciallitigation, white collar criminal defense, and
long slow walks on the beach at sunset, but not in that
order." (Stare and lick teeth awkwardly)
19. Hide a mini wood gavel in your jacket, and at the
end of the interview, take it out and slam it on the inter. viewer's desk, and state "This interview is adjourned."
Laugh hysterically. [Note - for increased effect, accidentally make contact with an object such as a family photo,
desk clock, etc.]
20. Wink at least once during each interview.
21. At the end of each interview, while shaking hands,
continue to hold on to the interviewer's hand while you
continue to reopen and force additional conversation. For
example, while still shaking and holding the interviewer's
hand, ask "So tell me, what does it take to be a superstar
here?'' Refuse to let go of the interviewer's hand, maintain
serious eye contact, and slightly invade personal space.
22. Wear aviator sunglasses during the interview, and
keep analogizing practicing law to being in battlefield and
an "intense dogfight." At the end of the interview, before
shaking hands, put on a World War ·n pilot's helmet.
23. When the interviewer tries to wrap up the interview, get a defeated look on your face and say, "Ouch...
you hated me, didn't you?" (smile seductively; perfect opportunity to wink)

see AWKWARD page 18
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28 days after that Sandra

Bullock movie about boozing
Oliver
Bateman
cently, the current Student Bar
ssociation considered re-impleentation of an alcohol policy promulgated by one of its predecessors. The
policy, in barest detail, required that the
SBA subsidize van rentals for funded law
student activities with more than 25 attendees. I do not intend for this sketch to serve
as a critique of that policy, but rather as a
broad admonition to fellow students about
the perils of exaggerated and dangerous
drinking. Such a warning, although certain
to go unheeded by the neediest among us,
relieves my professional conscience in a
way that toothless administrative decisions
could not.
I write separately from my position on
the SBA because I believe that the aforementioned policy is antithetical to the idea
oflimited student government (limited, that

is, to staging social events and overseeing
student groups). I am, however, compelled
to discharge my affirmative moral duty by
advising incipient alcoholics to seek appropriate treatment.
Temperance, as a Cardinal virtue, does
not mean abstention fro111 drink .. I teetotal
only because my brain cannot tolerate the
ill effects of alcohol, not in an effort to
chasten others into abandoning personal
pleasures. Prudish hypocrisy is the hallmark of an uncharitable man, after all.
But if alcohol is becoming the center of
your life, and as
a consequence
your life is spiraling out of
control, then it follows that you should take
immediate measures to rectifY the problem.
This is easier said than done, of course, and
often friends are unwilling to intervene for
fear of being labelled 'stoolies' or 'squealers.' What self-respecting person desires
to be the Whittaker Chambers to his best
buddy's Alger Hiss? Nevertheless, the
American Bar Association Model Rule[.

which inform our professional goings-on
impel us to aid our wayward brethren.
Still, drinking for recreation is no vice.
Fertile rumors notwithstanding, I doubt
there are any hardcore substance abusers
here at the Valparaiso University School of
Law. Moreover, those people keen enough
to recognize aborning personal crises
doubtless have the wherewithal to resolve
them.
l do not wish to sound a strident note.
This writing, concededly not a policy
statement, is best understood as
a prayer for relief. I could 'yea'
57 consecutive times to reaffirm
a limp set of protocols, a feat of
DiMaggioan proportions, and
still my votes would lack the
tenor of a personal entreaty. The
distinction between legal and barely legal
is a fine line indeed, but neither I nor the
SBA are in the ugly business of enabling
problem drinkers.
Oliver is a 2L and may be reached at
oliver. bateman@valpo. edu.
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Would you take a safety van
home after an SBA event?

any

· Steve is the Educational Services Librarian at VUSJ... He, can be reached at
steven.proqf~@valpo. edu.
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Top 10: Ways to know you're bound
·to have a bad day in law school

LEGALLY BLONDE &
BRUNETTE
.Ar/v/tf~ jb?

kk Jlr#p-p-/& /-!p
BY MARINA RICCI
By Christi Klein and
Lora N owzaradan

Managing Editor
10. Falling going up the staircase, consisting of only two steps.
9. Showing up for the wrong class and staying there until the
professor arrives.
8. Spilling your drink all over the desk in front of you during
class.
7. Having your computer break right before Memo #2 is due.
6. Falling on a 3 by 5 patch of ice, the only patch of ice in the city of Valparaiso.
5. Receiving a hostile phone call from a law student who is also having a bad day.
4. Not being able to get an internet connection for Examsoft right
before your final starts.
3. Being called on for a case that you not only did not read, but that
you did not know you had to read.
2. Waking up at 8:03 for an 8:00 a.m. class.
1. Sending a cover letter intended for Firm A to Firm B and having
Firm B send it back to you.

AWKWARD

continued from page 16
24. Instead of sending thank you notes, send mixtapes of songs that are remotely relevant (e.g., "Take on
Me"; "I want you to want me"; "Call me"; "I only have
eyes for you"; "Let's stay together") .
25. If you have interviewed but have not yet heard
back from the firm, take it upon yourself to "give yourself an offer." First, call the managing partner and say "I
just spoke to [insert name of innocent junior partner], who
extended me an offer; I wanted to thank you and let you
know that I'm thrilled to accept."
26. After each name on the references list write "De~eased."

If an offer seems promising, make the following re-

quests:
27. "I've heard that only partners get paid parking
spaces, but I want a parking space for myself and one for
my imaginary friend, Keldin. Keldin drives a Buick, so
make sure it's not a compact space."
28. "I would appreciate a 3d business card that is a
bust of my head in a top hat."
29. "I hate working by myself. You'd be fine if I shared
your office and desk for the first few months, right?"
30. "I do not work on holidays of any religion, in case

one of them is right. This leaves me available only 4 days
of the year. On two of them I will be fasting and therefore
will be weak, and not much should be expected."
31. "With your stated commitment to excellence, I'm
assuming that having a windowed office for my spiritual
advisor will not be a problem."
32. "I do not drink socially. However, I do believe
in whiskey lunches and vodka Tuesdays. Will that be a
problem?'~

33. "As a feng shui practitioner, my desk must be positioned to block my closed door at all times. If a partner
knocks and I cannot guess who it is within one minute,
they must leave my sacred space."
34. "I'm a pretty old fashioned lawyer and never
found all these fancy computers to be of any use. I'm assuming your IT folks could. find a way to fully integrate
my Commodore 64?"
35. "I will need two parking spaces and an unlimited
supply of ear plugs because I commute to work on a forklift."
This article ("article" being used very loosely in this context) was written by Dan Binstock, Carey Bertolet, and
Danice Kowalczyk, all former large law firm attorneys
who are now legal recruiters with BCG Attorney Search.
Thanks to Justin N Heimberg, who is not a legal recruiter
but shares the same sense of humor, for his ideas on this
topic. The article is meant strictly for humorous purposes
and should not be construed as advice!

Q: What's the deal with the law clinic? Is that where
I go if I get a paper cut and need medical assistance?Mary Kate, 2L
B&B: Sorry Mary Kate, the law clinic is not an urgent
care center. But let me tell you a bit more about it. The
law clinic, which is located in Heritage Hall, the brick
building in the back of the school located on the patio, is
Valpo's own law firm, run by student lawyers and supervising staff attorneys. 3L students who are selected are
granted a special license from the Indiana Supreme Court
to practice law and appear in court when supervised
by an attorney. These students represent clients from
the Valpo community who cannot afford legal counsel
on their own. Valpo's law clinic is one of the oldest in
existence, having operated for over 40 years, and it is
expanding. Valpo offers free legal services in the areas of
criminal, civil, tax, juvenile, mediation, and now sports
law. All students should definitely consider interviewing
for one of the coveted clinic spots for their third year, as
you get practical legal experience before being an actual
lawyer and it's very attractive on a resume.
Q: What exactly is the Cardozo Cup-and who is
Cardozo? -Ashley lL
B&B: The Cardozo Cup is a softball tournament that
VUSL has every year. lLs, 2Ls, 3Ls, and a team comprised of Faculty and Alumni all play each other. Food
and a variety of beverages are provided. It's a lot of fun,
and you definitely should go support your team if you
are not playing. The tournament is named for Justice
Benjamin Cardozo. If you have not already, you will read
_a few Cardozo opinions in your study of the law. Justice
Cardozo served on the New York Court of Appeals
(New York's highest court) for 18 years, and was Chief
Justice of that Court for five years. In 1932, President
Herbert Hoover appointed Justice Cardozo to the United
State Supreme Court. He served on the Supreme Court
for 5 years before suffering a stroke and dying early in
1938. Justice Cardozo is known for his influential opinions on tort, contract and constitutional law. In fact, his
opinion in Palsgraf v. Long Island Railroad Company,
was important to the development oftoday's concept of
proximate cause. So, you could say, that Cardozo Cup is
VUSL's way of honoring this great legal mind.

Christi Klein is a 3L and may be reached at
christi.klein@valpo.edu. Lora Nowzaradan is a 3L and
may be reached at lora.nowzaradan@valpo.edu. Please
feel free to email us with your inquiries.
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FORUM restaurant review: Pestos
A punch of pizzazz for your pallet
BY KELLY VANDERWALL
Editor-in-Chief

chunks of vegetables. ·
For those who like it liot, the chicken with portabellas is sure to heat things up. This pasta dish includes
green onions, portabella mushrooms and red bell peppers sauteed with farfalle (bow-tie shaped pasta). The
spice comes from the zesty red pepper sauce. The dish
is then topped
with a tender
grilled chicken
breast.

his month, the traditional restaurant review ladies
were too busy with their hectic law school obligations to spend an evening on the town enjoying
the flavors of the Valparaiso restaurant scene. This editor-in-chief jumped on the opportunity to step in for this
month only and spend an evening wining and dining at
Pestos.
Pestos is located at
3123 Calumet Avenue. The
deceivingly large restaurant
specializes in Italian fare
including the traditional
pasta entrees, steaks from
the grill and, of course,
For a twist on the traditional,
pizza.
try
a
seafood calzone. A calzone is a
To begin with, the parround
crust folded in half and stuffed
tabella de jonghe was a tasty
Marina Ricci/The Forum with cheese and other ingredients of
appetizer with enough garlic
your choosing, the edges are then
to keep even the thirstiest
pinched
together
and
baked (the finished product looks
vampire at bay. A tender portabella mushroom is broiled
like
a
big
pizza
puff
in
the shape of a football). The seain fresh garlic and butter and topped with seasoned
food
calzone
is
stuffed
with mozzarella cheese, scallops,
bread crumbs. For garlic lovers, this dish is a grand way
crab,
mushrooms
and alfredo sauce.
shrimp,
to begin the evening while sipping on the libation of
For
a
sweet
ending,
the
tiramisu is absolutely deliyour choice. Non-garlic lovers, be forewarned.
of
several layers of lady
cious.
This
dessert
consists
Dinner is served with a warm loaf of Italian bread
fingers
soaked
in
espresso
and
topped with an even layer
and a saucer of olive oil and herbs for dipping. My perof
whipped
topping
sprinkled
with
coco. The cappuccino
sonal suggestion is to spoon the oil onto your bread plate
cake,
however,
didn't
have
a
strong
cappuccino flavor
and sprinkle with fresh parmesan cheese, then dip! All
but
was
rather
flavorless.
As
delightful
as the tiramisu
entrees with the exception of pizza and calzones come
was,
the
cappuccino
cake
was
equally
disappointing.
with your choice of soup or salad. The cream of broccoli
The Italian eatery is decorated with tile flooring and
soup was smooth and creamy, absent large, awkward
picturesque murals on the walls. The restaurant is large

T
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Kelly is a 3L and may be reached at
kelly. vanderwall@valpo.edu.

(Quality study breaks for the busy law students)

A History of Violence
n A History of Violence, David Cronenberg sets out
to explore the innate, instinctual aspect of violence
that is part of human nature and essential to survival.
The film opens, however, on the flips ide of that coin, with
a pair of criminals that murder a pair of motel owners
without a second thought. The murderers nonchalantly
walk amongst the bodies before gunning down the small
girl who witnessed the killings from the next room. There
is no survival instinct here, just cold-blooded slaughter.
The story proper then begins in quaint Millbrook,
Indiana, which seems to be a fictional twin of Valparaiso.
Tom Stall (Viggo Mortensen) owns and operates the local diner. His wife, Edie (Maria Bello), is a lawyer. We
are introduced to the Stall family in a series of domestic scenes that are so "sitcom perfect" in that quietly
schmaltzy way that we begin to forget the brutality of

but the layout of the tables allows guests to feel a sense
of privacy and quaintness. The service is prompt and
friendly and guests do not feel rushed to complete their
courses quickly.
The bar menu consists of a wide array of wine
selections, many beer choices, including micro-brews
and specialty martinis. Pestos also offers daily
drink specials. Thursday evenings are Jazz Night
at Pestos, featuring The Jeff Brown Trio.
The tab for an evening at Pestos can vary.
Entree prices range from the filet mignon, priced
at $20.00, to a cheese calzone, priced at $6.00.
One can expect to pay approximately $12.00 to
$15.00 for the average entree.
Overall, Pestos is truly a delicious dining
experience. The prices are moderate, the dress is
casual and the food is scrumptious. I would certainly recommend Pestos for any occasion including a first date dinner or a lunch with mom and dad.
Pestos is a gem in the Valparaiso dining scene. Visit
Pestos on-line at www.pestos.net.

BY MICHELLE SPEZIA
the first scene, and wonder how such a movie could be
entitled "A History of Violence." There is nothing about
the Stall family in these opening scenes that you wouldn't
see in a PG rated movie (aside from a surprisingly passionate love scene) - their young daughter is adorable,
their teenage son Jack is a geeky high school student with
bully troubles, and Tom and Edie are still very much in
love after 20 years of marriage.
Things change rapidly for the Stalls when the two
criminals from the introduction enter Tom's diner at closing time, and quickly make it clear that they are there for
more than a cup of coffee. We already know that they will
kill everyone in the room, either for money or enjoyment,
until Tom springs into action. Tom, like a calculated machine, operates quickly and with extreme violence, killing
both men and preventing harm to himself and all around

him. He is now a local hero, but with this act questions
about Tom begin to arise. Why has Carl Fogarty (Ed Harris), a disfigured East Coast mobster, come to Millbrook
looking for Tom? Why is he so convinced that this seemingly mild-mannered Midwesterner is a Philadelphian hit
man named Joey Cusack? And, the most disconcerting
of all, in Carl's own words, "how come he's so good at
killing people?"
From here, the Stalls are nearly ripped apart by the
chain of violent acts that follow, and they rapidly become
much more dysfunctional than when we first met them.
Perhaps inspired by his father, Jack puts his bully in the
hospital with a sudden and savage beating. A second love

see.•
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Student Profiles

By Tim Suha, Staff Photographer

Family

Family

Family

Parents, Julie & Sid; dog, Ozz.y

Dad-Adolfo, Mom-Joyce, Brother-Peter, Sister-Brigitte

My mom and dad live in St. Louis and my younger
brother, Chris, is a junior at Ole Miss in Oxford, MS.

What would you do if you never had to worry about
money ever again 1

What would you do if you never had to worry about
money ever again 1

What would you do if you never had to worry about
money ever again 1

Travel the world following the Formula 1 circuit, from
Australia in March through China in October.

I think I would just get smashed all day long, and then
play every EA sports video game on the market with
Jammer, Benny Jet, Shijo, and the Junk Yard Dog.

I would ride and train horses and travel.

Where .Ould you ideally like to practice law?

Where would you ideally like to practice law?

Where would you ideally like to practice law?

Ideally, Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey (at the Ferrari North
America headquarters) ... realistically, in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Las Vegas, Nevada or Las Vegas, Maine. (wherever I get
the best offer)

St. Louis or Washington, DC

What are you going to be for Halloween 1

What are you going to be for Halloween 1

What are you going to be for Halloween?

I can't ruin it for the rest of my team, but I can say: just be
prepared to dodge any flying objects.

I don't know yet but I was a baby one year, and that
was a big hit so I may do that again, because it is so
convenient to just be wearing a diaper when drunk.

I'm going to be an 80's prom queen.

What do you think of John Roberts as Supreme Court
justice? Any ideas of who else Bush might nominate
for the last vacancy?

What do you think of John Roberts as Supreme
Court justice? Any ideas of who else Bush might
nominate for the last vacancy?

What do you think of John Roberts as Supreme
Court justice? Any ideas of who else Bush might
nominate for the last vacancy?

I think Roberts was a responsible choice to assure the
Court has nine justices. Securing a full panel is crucial,
in my opinion. Michigan Supreme Court Justice Maura
Corrigan has been mentioned as a nominee, but it looks
like Harriet Miers has gotten the nod.

I don't really know, but hopefully he does what he said
he was going to do. I don't know who Bush is going to
nominate, but hopefully he will hold off until I graduate
and nominate me.

I think he is a good pick, but I think we need a woman
nominee for the next position. I also don't think Roberts
should become Chief Justice. I think it would be better
to put one of the other justices who have more experience in that position before someone who has never
done the job before.

What are you currently listening to in your cd/mp3
player?

What are you currently listening to in your cd/mp3
player?

What are you currently listening to in your cd/mp3
player?

U2

Currently I am listening to a lot of reggaetone, thanks
to the beautiful Katie Lockamy.

Green Day, Nelly, Ludacris, and Life House.
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How 'bout them
CowBOYS?·
[

·Joey
Favata

s there any team in sports that should be sympathized more than the Dallas Cowboys? If there is, I
don't want to know about it.
Those poor Cowboys. The franchise has mustered
just five Super Bowl victories. That'S rigll~, only five
Super Bowls! Where
·
does that leave them?
Tied for the record of
most Super Bowl wins
with the San Francisco
49ers. It's absurd.
And if that wasn't
enough, the Cowboys
have been dubbed ·
"America's Team."
Where is their due ·
respect? They're not
"Earth's Team" or "''The
Galaxy's Team," just
"America's Team." What
savages excluded Kuala
Lampur from Cowboy
representation? It's treason, I say. Treason.
So with all this justified built up angst combusting within Cowboy ·
Country, it was only a
matter of time before an eruption occurred. All that was
needed was a catalyst, and ohe has occurred: Hurricane
Katrina.
Katrina left ~any homeless in the Gulf Coast
Region, including the New Orleans Saints. The Saints'
first home game was rescheduled to a Monday night and
moved to The Meadowlands, home of their opponent,
the New York Giants.
ABC thought it would extend a helping hand by
having a telethon to benefit victims of Katrina during the game. And this was all done to spite the Dallas
Cowboys.

I

Dallas was scheduled for that Monday night game.
They now ga~e viewers another game to watch, drawing
attention away from the Cowboys.
And that wasn't the end of it. The telethon preempted Dallas' pre-game "Ring of Honor" ceremony
that,inducted Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, and Michael
Irvin as Cowboy Legends (otherwise referred to as
Gods).
"My 77-year-old grandfather was brought to tears
when he heard the induction wouldn't be televised," said
one Cowboy faithful. "I'm all for helping out the victims, but enough is enough," he· ignorantly continued.
Despite all the
tragedy Cowboy
fans have had to
endure, they have
no problem lending
a helping hand. But
they can only go so
far. Pre-emption of
the "Ring of Honor"
ceremony crossed
the line.
"This is a
scheme by the network to get more
money out of us and
boost their image at
the same time," the
Cowboy fan continued ... surprisingly.
And just to rub
salt in the wound, a
sport's writer decided
to dub the Saints as "America's Team." The logic was
that since they did not have a home this year, America
will be their home. And with that, the Cowboy's were
stripped of their title.
In al_l seriousness, it's about time someone stripped
the Cowboys of this title. Even presidents have term
limits in this country, so what made Dallas think
they were anointed ''America's Team." So until the
Saints fmd a permanent home, they will be known as
"America's Team." After that, however, a new team gets
the title. Here are my suggestions for the changing of the
guard:

New York Yankees: They've won more championships than any other franchise while playing America's
pastime. Also, the North still has some bragging rights
coming its way for winning the Civil War.
New England Patriots: Won three of the last four
Super BowlS through hard work and collective effort,
embodiments of the American Spirit. Plus, Patriots is a
more universal symbol, ~hereas Cowboys is regional.
Notre _,Dame Football:·If "Rudy" got you teary~
eyed, therrCharlie Weis wiil bring you to an all-out
bawl. I adinit I've been behi~d the eight ball on this, but
I now get Notre Dame. I jumped on the bandwagon and
stain-glassed my bedroom window with a "Touchdown
Jesus" mural. I've even started a petition to change their
quarterback's name to Tom Brady Quinn.
Dallas, you had a good run. Over thirty years as
"America's Team," that has to be a record. You should
be proud, but now it's time to step aside.
To some, it's amazing you've made it this far.
Because when your sense of entitlement takes precedence over victims of a natural disaster, it's about time
the 'boys started acting like men.
Joey is a 3L and can be reached at joefavata@valpo.
edu. YQu can also listen to Joej every Thursday night
from .B:00-10:00 on Valparaiso University's radio station, TheSource 95.1 FM

22

OCTOBER 2005

THE FORUM

Sports

Charlie Weis fever
spreads to West
Lafayette
How did this happen? It starts with an arrogant halfton three-time Super Bowl coach. His charisma would
make religious cult leader and Kool-Aid connoisseur Jim
Jones proud. But don't be fooled. Like Jones' cult, this
fever won't last.
This fever is like an insane delusion that one adheres
to against all evidence and reason to the contrary. Thus a
reasonable person looking at this situation should realize
Notre
Dame's temporary success is a short-term illness
Forget West Nile Virus, the Fall Flu or Senioritis.
directly
analogous to the 24-hour flu. A good 24-hour
Charlie Weis Fever is spreading like mold in New
dump
Orleans. As I write this drivel, Charlie Weis Fever is
should
get
overtaking the Domer Nation much like the Irish
rid
of
it.
Famine. The difference this time, from looking at Weis.
Look
Andre the Giant-size pants, is that Weis mass-conat
recent
sumed all of the potatoes.
history.
Charlie Weis Fever has even spread as far west
Former
as Hollywood, California. Spike Lee is now making a
head
coach
movie called "Charlie Weis Jungle Fever." In fact, it is
Bob
Davie
about a Domer falling in love with a Non-Domer and
had two 9the entire stigma of cultures mixing.
3 seasons
What is Charlie Weis
but
was
Fever? It is an infectious
ultimately
disease that is penetratfired
ing the minds of football
because
fans. What started out as
of a mere ·
a false sense of hope for
Like Humpty Dumpty, Charlie Weis and the Domers .583 winNotre Dame Fans has now
are ready for their big fall.
ning perturned into a national dog
centage
and pony show. Because
through
ofNotre Dame's recent
his five years of coaching. More rec~ntly, former head
Notre Dame head coach
football struggles and discoach Ty Willingham began his short tenure with a 10-3
appointing seasons, fans
Charlie Weis
record,
only to be canned after posting subsequent 5-7
are willing to believe that
and
6-6
seasons, respectively.
head coach Charlie Weis will return the program to glory.
This
year Notre Dame has four wins and one loss
Recently, I attended Purdue's horrific loss to Notre
in
its
first
five games, seemingly on track to at least a
Dame where Charlie Weis Fever infected both Notre
9-3
season.
However, up next for Notre Dame is number
Dame and Purdue fans alike. Even the Purdue football
one
ranked
University
of Southern California, and unlike
team showed symptoms of Charlie Weis Fever in that
Purdue,
I
bet
USC
takes
its vaccine.
they failed to score any points during the first half.

Paying our
respects to
Mad dog

Bob
Marrs

Luckily this Boilermaker fan took his vaccination. I just
wish Purdue would have taken theirs.
Along with this infectious epidemic came a wildfire
of rumors. I heard people say things like "Charlie Weis
is a genius." I even heard one woman say she wanted
to have Charlie Weis' baby. That's fine if she wants a
baby who looks like Humpty Dumpty. But like Humpty
Dumpty, Weis and the Domers are ready for their big
fall.

Bob is a 3L. Hostile and abusive email may be sent to
robert. marrsiii@valpo. edu.

Nick
Schwartz·
he end of the baseball year was filled with excitement. The division races came down to the final
days of the season and both Wild Card spots
weren't clinched until the last game of the year. We
almost got to witness the greatest collapse in baseball
history if the White Sox would have only lost a few
r.nore games, too.
This season was full of individual accomplishments
as well. It ended with the longest hitting streak since
1987, 36 games by Jimmy Rollins of the Phillies. Roger
Clemens finished with an ERA of 1.87, which is made
more astounding considering his age. Andruw Jones hit
51 homeruns, an accomplishment that no one could have
predicted at the end ofbaseball's Steroid Era. However,
all of this excitement seer.ns to overshadow one man and
his accomplishments: Greg Maddux.
For the first time since 1987, Greg Maddux did not
win 15 games in a season. This ended a streak of 17 consecutive seasons of at least 15 wins. The prior record was
15 consecutive seasons held by Cy Young which lasted
for almost 100 years. Young's streak ended in 1905.
In that same span, the heralded single-season homerun
record has been broken six times, three of those by Babe
Ruth.
After the year that Roger Clemens had, many analysts have r.nade arguments that he is perhaps the greatest
pitcher of all-time. Clemens' longest streak of at least
15 wins in a season is seven seasons. Whether Clemens
is the greatest pitcher of all-time is of no consequence,
the fact of the matter is that Greg Maddux achieved an
accomplishment that is ten years longer than Clemens'
streak and two years longer than the once ageless record
ofCy Young.
In the last year Maddux kept the streak alive, he
earned his 300th win. A feat accomplished by only 22
men in baseball history. Achieving his 300th win sparked
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CONTINUED ...
SPORTS
continued from page 22
a debate as to whether any other pitcher would reach
300 wins ever again. This is a difficult task which may
never be attained again, but what about the streak?
Twenty-two other players have won 300 games, but no
other player has won at least 15 games for 17 consecutive seasons.
What makes M~ddux's streak even more significant
is that since 1987, he has started at least 30 games a
year, except for the strike shortened years. Forget about
all of his wins during that time period, will any pitcher
ever be able to sustain the consistency he has represented?
Baseball has had a lot to offer this year; however,
hitting streaks and homeruns are nothing compared to
what Maddux has achieved. No pitcher may win 300
games again, but no pitcher will ever win at least 15
games a year for 17 consecutive seasons. Although it
can be argued that Clemens is the greatest pitcher of alltime, it is a fact that Maddux is the most reliable.
Nick is a 2L and may be reached at
nicholas. schwartz@valpo. edu.

Qosswad
ACROSS
1 "Lorna Doone"
character
5 Sinbad's bird
8 Demolish: ·Brit.
12 Idea (Fr.)
13 Alas
14Cheese
15 Leg ends
16 Burmese knife
17 Taro
18 Small S.A.
rabbit
20 Pilgrim
22 Skin vesicle
23 Veneration
24 Beginning
28 Blaubok
32 Public vehicle
33 54 (Rom.
numeral)
35 Israelite tribe
36 Ringed boa
39 Reading desk
42 Abdominal
(abbr.)
44 Have (Scot.)
45 Female falcon

48 Butterfly
52 State (Fr.)
53 Television
channel
55 Endearment
56 Mine (Fr. 2
words)
57 Rom. first day
of the month
58 Per. poet
59 Maid
60Compass
direction
61 Foreign (pref.)

DOWN
1 Breach
2 Design
3 Profound
4 Hate
5 Fanatical
6 Wood sorrel
7 Rudderfish
8 Flat molding
9 "Cantique de
Noel" composer
10Kemo __

11 Turk. title
19 Jap. fish
21 Intimidate
24Amazon
tributary
25Grab
26 Kwa language
27"
Abner"
29 "Fables in

HISTORY
continued from page 19
scene, so sharply contrasted to the first that it can barely
be deemed a "love scene," takes place on the rough
wooden staircase following an argument that could just as
convincingly have led to a domestic beating. The family
discovers that Tom has a different side to his personality
that they had never seen before, and they must learn to
accept their altered father and husband, along with the
newly-discovered capacity for violence within them all.
While on the surface you may see little but the blood
and gore of the violence, Cronenberg uses these scenes
in concert with the rest of the film to explore the people
involved, why they act with such brutality, and how they
are affected. And perhaps, in the vivid and cringe-inducing violence, Cronenburg is trying to tell us something
about ourselves. In the theatre, some of the most graphic
scenes elicited cheers and applause from the audience
around me. My Rating: B
Michelle is a 2L and may be reached at
michelle.spezia@valpo. edu.

Slang" author
30 Rhine tributary
31 Television
channel
34Car
37 Insect
38 Presidential
nickname
40 Helper
41 Caddy (2
words)
43 Male duck
45 Loyal
46 Hindu soul
47 Cella
49Crippled
50 Dayak people
-51 Aeronautical
(abbr.)
54 Low (Fr.)

A2

Please look for the answer to this puzzle in the November issue of The Forum:
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Legal Trivia
Capital Punishment Edition
Girl One: ''They said the boat
wasn't actually going to leave the
dock!''
Girl T\vo: "Just keep smiling."
Girl Three: "We're moving?"
Girl Four: "We're on a boatT'

1) In what year was the Last sentence of draw
and quarter carried out?
2) What was the first state to execute a criminal by electrocution?
3) As of 2004, how many states have the electric chair as the only option of execution?
4) How many states retain the gas chamber as
an option for execution?
·

•

5) Is hanging still retained as an option in any
state?
6) In what state(s) is the firing squad an option?
7) When and in what state was the last use of
the firing squad?

No caption necessary.

8) When was the last execution for a crime

other than murder or conspiracy to commit
murder?
9) What states don't have the death penalty?
10) What state's death penalty statutes were
declared unconstitutional in 2004?

So shirt, no shoes, no JD.
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